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Economic Development In Your Place  
Fall Conference 
October 9, 2026 
The Delamar, Traverse City, MI 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 
Gavin Beckford 
Economic Development and 
DDA  Manager 
Canton Township 
PH: 734-394-5197 
gavin.beckford5 
   @cantonmi.gov 
 
Susan Brehm 
Regional Director 
U.S. Economic Development 
Administration 
PH: 312-590-0603 
SBrehm@eda.gov 
 
Warren Call 
President and CEO 
Traverse Connect 
PH: 231.651.9174 
warren.call 
   @traverseconnect.com 
 
 

 
James Cooley 
Assistant Professor, Aviation 
University of North Dakota 
james.cooley@und.edu 
 
Brain Farkas 
Vice President of Workforce 
Housing 
Allen Edwin Homes 
PH: 248-412-3407 
Workforcehousing 
   @allenedwin.com 
 
Stacey Feeley 
Executive Director 
20Fathoms 
s.feeley@20fathoms.org 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Justin Horvath 
President and CEO 
Shiawassee Economic 
Development Partnership 
PH: 734-476-4226 
jhorvath@sedpweb.org 
 
Samantha Mariuz 
Economic Development 
Manager 
Fleis & VandenBrink 
PH: 248-224-0305 
smariuz@fveng.com 
 
Matt McCauley 
SVP, Regional Development 
MEDC 
mccauleym3@michigan.org 
 
 
 
 
 

Corporate Sponsors 

Speaker Roster 

Event Sponsors 
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Janie McNabb 
CEO 
Networks Northwest 
PH: 231-357-9330 
janie.mcnabb 
   @networksnorthwest.org 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Michelle Parkkonen 
Managing Director, Technical 
Assistance Programs 
MEDC 
PH: 517.599.8796 
parkkonenm@michigan.org 
 
Jeff Schroder 
Partner 
Plunkett Cooney 
PH: 248-594-2796 
Jschroder 
   @plunkettcooney.com 
 
 
 

Jason Slade 
Vice President for Strategic 
Initiatives 
Northwestern Michigan 
College 
PH: 231-995-1995 
jslade@nmc.edu 
 
Jim Tischler 
Development Director 
State Land Bank Authority 
PH: 517-242-4376 
TischlerJ2@michigan.gov 
 
 

 


