
 

 

Economic Development Basic Course 
September 8 – 10, 2026 
The View at Jackson Field 
Lansing, MI 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Sarah Abbas 
Founder 
Sarah Abbas, LLC 
PH: (313) 800-3935 
sarah.b.abbas@gmail.com 
 
Saeid Alawathi 
Business Liaison 
City of Dearborn 
PH: (313) 943-2150 
salawathi@dearborn.gov 
 
Effie Alofoje-Carr 
Community Growth Fellow, 100K 
Ideas 
Community Economic 
Development Association of 
Michigan (CEDAM) 
PH: (517) 918-4729 
effie@100kideas.org 
 
Chris Anderson 
Community Growth Fellow, Lake 
Superior Community Partnership 
Community Economic 
Development Association of 
Michigan (CEDAM) 
PH: (262) 902-5072 
canderson@marquette.org 

Allen Bacon 
Principal External Engagement 
Manager 
Consumers Energy 
PH: (616) 413-1097 
allen.bacon@cmsenergy.com 
 
Jill Bartlett 
Assistant Director of Community 
Projects Development 
Wayne Metropolitan Community 
Action Agency 
PH: (313) 479-0043 
jbartlett@waynemetro.org 
 
Jordan Blough-Orr 
Founder 
All Together Consulting LLC  
jordan@all-together.org 
 
Jen Bomba 
Community Development Director 
Calhoun County 
PH: (269) 781-0817 
jbomba@calhouncountymi.gov 
 
 
 
 

Anette Booth 
Real Estate Agent 
Hauska Home & Farm Realty 
PH: (517) 617-5542 
anettebooth@yahoo.com 
 
Brooklyn Bowman 
Community Growth Fellow, 
Southwest Michigan First 
Community Economic 
Development Association of 
Michigan (CEDAM) 
PH: (616) 930-2507 
bkbowman1@outlook.com 
 
Jamar Bray 
Assistant Economic Vitality 
Manager 
City of Pontiac 
PH: (248) 758-2830 
jbray@pontiac.mi.us 
 
Lindsay Brown 
Economic Development 
Coordinator 
City of Hart 
PH: (231) 873-2488 
lbrown@cityofhart.org 
 

Corporate Sponsors 



 

 

Demar Byas 
Community Benefits Compliance 
Specialist 
City of Pontiac 
PH: (248) 758-2847 
dbyas@pontiac.mi.us 
 
Dylan Clark 
Economic Development Manager 
City of Sterling Heights 
dclark@sterlingheights.gov 
 
Sally Clark 
Director 
Economic Development 
Partnership of Hillsdale County 
PH: (517) 581-8162 
sclark@hillsdaleedp.org 
 
Rachel Dearing 
Communications Specialist 
Macomb County 
PH: (586) 292-8018 
rachel.dearing@macombgov.org 
 
Aaron Dimick 
Village of Brooklyn, MI Community 
and Economic Development 
Director 
Village of Brooklyn 
PH: (517) 592-2591 
aarond@villageofbrooklyn.com 
 
Sarah Dixon 
President and CEO 
Big Rapids Regional Chamber 
PH: (231) 679-8972 
sarah@brregionalchamber.org 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Brady Duke 
Economic Development 
Coordinator 
Saginaw Future, Inc. 
PH: (989) 754-8222 
bduke@saginawfuture.com 
 
Elizabeth Eisbrenner 
Business Development Manager 
Michigan Economic Development 
Corporation (MEDC) 
PH: (517) 730-8789 
eisbrennere@michigan.org 
 
Jordan Ervin 
Office Manager 
Middle Michigan Development 
Corporation 
PH: (989) 772-2858 
jordan@mmdc.org 
 
Zavia Ferguson 
Public Private Partnership Manager 
Wayne County 
Zferguson@waynecountymi.gov 
 
Doug Ferrall 
Assistant Community 
Development Director 
Calhoun County 
PH: (269) 781-0769 
dferrall@calhouncountymi.gov 
 
Amanda Gazlay 
Principal Strategy Consultant 
Consumers Energy 
PH: (517) 262-5565 
amanda.gazlay@cmsenergy.com 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Isabela Gonzalez 
Development Analyst 
City of Muskegon 
PH: (616) 485-8070 
isabela.gonzalez 
   @shorelinecity.com 
 
Lori Gouin 
Economic & Community 
Development Director 
City of Wayne 
PH: (734) 722-2002 
lgouin@cityofwayne.com 
 
Kristin Hagen-Keirns 
Director of Marketing 
Clark Logic 
PH: (269) 279-7405 
kristin@clarklogic.com 
 
Erin Hahn 
Business Specialist 
City of Kalamazoo 
PH: (269) 337-8000 
hahnerin@kalamazoocity.org 
 
Steve Hensley 
Community & Economic 
Development Director 
Saginaw Future, Inc. 
PH: (989) 757-2107 
shensley@saginawfuture.com 
 
Eric Hobson 
Small Business Resource 
Specialist 
City of Pontiac 
PH: (248) 758-2837 
ehobson@pontiac.mi.us 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

Heather Holleque 
Executive Assistant 
Accelerate Jackson County 
PH: (502) 417-2720 
Heather 
   @acceleratejacksoncounty.org 
 
Brooke Hovencamp 
Community Growth Fellow, Middle 
Michigan Development Corp. 
Community Economic 
Development Association of 
Michigan (CEDAM) 
PH: (269) 626-4222 
brooke@mmdc.org 
 
Christina Irwin 
City Manager 
City of Grand Blanc 
PH: (810) 694-1118 
cirwin@cityofgrandblancmi.gov 
 
Kristen Johnson 
Director, Downtown Development 
Authority 
City of Coldwater 
PH: (517) 279-6913 
kjohnson@coldwater.org 
 
Sarah Keely 
Event Coordinator 
Lakeshore Advantage 
sarah.keely 
   @lakeshoreadvantage.com 
 
Grace Knickerbocker 
Community Growth Fellow, Lake 
County Economic Alliance 
Community Economic 
Development Association of 
Michigan (CEDAM) 
PH: (989) 413-9371 
gknickerbocker@co.lake.mi.us 
 

Mark Kraus 
Economic Development Director, 
Newaygo County 
The Right Place, Inc. 
PH: (231) 335-6111 
krausm@rightplace.org 
 
Genesis Lodise 
Marketing & Communications 
Manager 
Lansing Economic Area 
Partnership (LEAP) 
PH: (517) 702-3387 
genesis@purelansing.com 
 
Emily Mace 
Business Development Manager 
The Right Place, Inc. 
PH: (586) 243-7755 
macee@rightplace.org 
 
Ken Marten 
DDA & EDC Executive Director 
City of Lincoln Park 
PH: (313) 386-1800 
kmarten@citylp.com 
 
Marcus Martin 
No Company Affiliation (Sales 
Funnel) 
PH: (702) 508-8068 
marcustrmartin@gmail.com 
 
Mayra Martinez Peña 
Community Growth Fellow, 
Downriver Community Conference 
Community Economic 
Development Association of 
Michigan (CEDAM) 
PH: (704) 957-2081 
Mayra.martinezpena@dccwf.org 
 
 
 

Lindsey McGuirk 
Director, External Engagement 
Consumers Energy 
PH: (616) 558-6849 
lindsey.mcguirk@cmsenergy.com 
 
Lexie Milukhin 
Community Growth Fellow, 
Jackson County Chamber of 
Commerce 
Community Economic 
Development Association of 
Michigan (CEDAM) 
PH: (517) 879-7153 
alexie@jacksonchamber.org 
 
Jennifer Moll 
Economic/Community 
Development Analyst 
Michigan Department of 
Agriculture and Rural Development 
(MDARD) 
PH: (517) 331-5272 
Mollj@michigan.gov 
 
Emily Morgenstern 
Business Development Manager 
Greater Muskegon Economic 
Development 
PH: (231) 724-3181 
emily@developmuskegon.org 
 
Ryan Moyer 
Keweenaw Economic 
Development Alliance 
PH: (906) 482-6817 
ryan@kedabiz.com 
 
Brenda Murueta 
Site Selection Analyst 
Walbridge 
PH: (210) 425-1161 
bmurueta@walbridge.com 
 



 

 

Paula Nas 
Director, Office of Economic 
Development 
University of Michigan - Flint 
PH: (810) 241-4053 
pnas@umich.edu 
 
Stefan Nielsen 
Community Growth Fellow, 
Macomb County Dept. of Planning 
and Economic Development 
Community Economic 
Development Association of 
Michigan (CEDAM) 
PH: (248) 229-4850 
stefan.nielsen@macombgov.org 
 
Alex Orr 
Principal Growth Sector Manager 
Consumers Energy 
PH: (517) 257-6478 
alexander.orr@cmsenergy.com 
 
Nikki Pearson 
Workforce Development Specialist 
City of Pontiac 
PH: (248) 346-2448 
npearson@pontiac.mi.us 
 
Kyrsta Pickett 
District 1 Business Liaison 
Detroit Economic Growth Corp. 
PH: (313) 460-0775 
kpickett@degc.org 
 
Lauren Poston 
Geologist 
Fleis & VandenBrink 
PH: (616) 977-1000 
lposton@fveng.com 
 
 
 
 

Silvana Pugliese 
District 7 Business Liaison 
Detroit Economic Growth Corp.  
spugliese@degc.org 
 
Mohammed Rezq 
Program Manager (Warren/Dix-
Vernor BDIA) 
City of Dearborn 
PH: (313) 213-0940 
mrezq@dearborn.gov 
 
Melissa Roberts 
Senior Management Analyst 
City of Troy 
PH: (248) 524-1087 
melissa.roberts@troymi.gov 
 
Alexandra Rodriguez 
Director of Business Services & 
Economic Development 
Michigan Works! Region 7B & 
Arenac County EDC 
PH: (989) 846-2111 
arodriquez@michworks4u.org 
 
Timothy Rygwelski 
Executive Director 
Otsego County Economic Alliance 
PH: (989) 971-9794 
tim@gaylord-otsego.com 
 
Annette Sands 
Community and Business Support 
Specialist 
Economic Development 
Partnership of Hillsdale County 
PH: (517) 437-3200 
asands@hillsdaleedp.org 
 
Robert Schmidt 
Midwest Energy and 
Communications 
rob.schmidt@teammidwest.com 

Jo Self 
Economic Development Manager 
Howell Area Chamber of 
Commerce 
PH: (716) 394-3761 
jself@howell.org 
 
Heather Severance 
Community Growth Fellow, Huron 
County Economic Dev.  Corp. 
Community Economic 
Development Association of 
Michigan (CEDAM) 
PH: (989) 550-0629 
heather@huroncounty.com 
 
Jeremiah Steen 
Community Growth Fellow, Detroit 
Future City 
Community Economic 
Development Association of 
Michigan (CEDAM) 
PH: (313) 926-0950 
jsteen@detroitfuturecity.com 
 
Nikalas Stepnitz 
Assistant City Manager, Director of 
Community and Economic 
Development 
City of Clawson 
PH: 248-435-4500 ext. 115 
nstepnitz@cityofclawson.com 
 
Bart Stoneman 
Director of Community 
Development 
Greater Gratiot Development, Inc. 
PH: (989) 875-2083 
bart.stoneman@gratiot.org 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

Tammy Thomson 
Housing Education & Advisory 
Team Coordinator 
Lake Huron Regional Development 
Corporation / Target Alpena 
Development Corporation 
PH: (989) 590-6141 
tthomson@lakehuroncdc.org 
 
Noelle Tobias 
Planner, Community Development 
Delhi Charter Township 
PH: (517) 694-8281 
noelle.tobias 
   @delhitownshipmi.gov 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Kristen Urbanik 
DDA Director 
City of Clawson 
PH: (248) 435-4500 ext. 110 
kurbanik@cityofclawson.com 
 
Kelly Watkins 
Director, Business Marketing 
Michigan Economic Development 
Corporation (MEDC) 
PH: (517) 614-9627 
watkinsk7@michigan.org 
 
Sydney Wilson 
Economic Vitality Technician 
City of Pontiac 
PH: (248) 758-3117 
swilson@pontiac.mi.us 
 
Mike Womack 
womackm@ymail.com 
 

Amy Zapal 
Vice President, Engagement 
Cornerstone Alliance 
PH: (269) 757-0200 
azapal@cstonealliance.org 
 
Dave Zokoe 
Corporate Account Manager 
Consumers Energy 
PH: (616) 954-6902 
david.zokoe@cmsenergy.com 
 
Christine Zuzga 
TEDF and Transformative Projects 
Manager 
Michigan Department of 
Transportation 
PH: (517) 242-2570 
ZuzgaC@michigan.gov 
 

 


